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OVERVIEW COMMENTS 
 
 
Structure of the Reading List/Examination 
 
This comprehensive examination covers four major theoretical traditions: micro-level 
sociological theories, macro-level sociological theories, individual theories, and life-
course/developmental theories.  Relatedly, the comprehensive examination is divided into four 
parts, one covering each of the above-mentioned theoretical traditions.  On each part of the 
exam, students will be given two questions, one of which will have to be answered.  For 
example, in the micro-level sociological theory part, two questions will be listed, from which a 
student will have to answer one.  This procedure is repeated for the other three parts of the 
examination. 
 
The reading list corresponds to the four theoretical traditions on which students are tested.  Thus, 
the list is divided into four major parts.  Within each part, separate theories of crime are listed.  A 
fifth part of the readings list provides works relating to crime measurement. 
 
 
Relationship to Coursework 
 
The comprehensive examination builds on the ideas covered and readings assigned in your 
criminology course work.  Importantly, however, the criminology comprehensive is not merely a 
test of what students may have learned in their courses.  Instead, the comprehensive examination 
includes readings not covered in your courses and, more noteworthy, is a test that expects 
students to integrate knowledge drawn from different courses/readings and to achieve a high 
level of scholarly analysis. 
 
 
Theory and Research 
 
A key thrust of the criminology comprehensive examination is the expectation that students will 
be able to integrate theory and research.  Students are expected to know the “empirical status” of 
each theory; that is, to what extent do existing research studies support each theory?  Students 
also must be able to know how to test theories.  This entails mastering two types of knowledge: 
first, students must know how to measure the key concepts of each theory; second, students must 
know how to measure “crime”—the dependent variable in tests of crime. 
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Reading Journal Articles 
 
In addition to the reading list, students are expected—as noted—to know the empirical research 
on the theories.  This task involves reading the tests of these theories that have been undertaken 
and that are usually published in academic journals (some findings appear in books).  Beyond 
classic empirical studies, students must examine the main journals in the field over the past five 
years to find and then read articles that assess the theories of crime on this reading list. 
 
These journals include (but are not necessarily limited to): Criminology, Justice Quarterly, 
Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, American 
Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Review, and Social Forces. 
 
 
Taking the Examination 
 
No advice can be given that will ensure a passing grade on the comprehensive examination.  
Even so, it might be helpful to share some broad suggestions on the factors that often are 
considered in the grading of the examination. 
 
First, it is essential that students know the theories accurately (e.g., what the theory argues; how 
theorists within a tradition differ from one another; how a theory has developed and changed 
over time).  Too often, students simply make statements about a theory or about a concept within 
a theory that are incorrect. 
 
Second, a related difficulty is when students display a surface knowledge of the theoretical 
material.  Stated positively, answers that show scholarly depth are accorded higher grades.  
Stated negatively, answers that are filled with broad statements—which themselves are not 
supported with appropriate citations to the literature—do not show convincingly that a student 
truly knows the subject matter..  Remember this simple but important point: only what is written 
on the exam can be graded.  Professors cannot “fill in the bland” or “assume you know the 
answer.”   
 
Third, scholarly depth is shown by citing appropriate works.  Note that merely providing “a 
string cite”—that is, a list of works cited with no discussion of any work in detail—is usually not 
sufficient to answer a question.  In assessing the empirical status of a theory or issue, students 
must be able to discuss the research analytically:  what are the major points or conclusions that 
can be drawn from existing studies?  Further, in conveying an answer, an effort must be made to 
discuss research studies in detail (e.g., the sample and measures used, specific findings, the 
reason why the study illuminates an important aspect about the theory).  Thus, an answer might 
make a point about a theory and list several citations, and then go on to say: “For example....” –
and discuss one or two studies in detail that substantiate this point being set forth.   
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Fourth, citations to textbooks are forbidden  (do not do it!!!).  Textbooks on theory—such as 
Akers’ Criminological Theories and Lilly, Cullen, and Ball’s Criminological Theory—may be 
useful in helping you to organizing main points about different theories and learning about a 
given theory’s empirical status.  These works, however, are not replacements for reading the 
original theoretical contributions of the authors listed on your reading list.  In your examination, 
you must cite the original theoretical works and research studies. 
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PART I.   MICRO-LEVEL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES OF CRIME 

 
 
1.  SOCIAL LEARNING/CULTURAL THEORIES 
 
 
A.  Early Chicago School Theories 
 
Shaw, Clifford R.  (1930) The Jack-Roller: A Delinquent Boy’s Own Story.   Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. 
 
Shaw, Clifford R. and Henry D. McKay (1972) Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas.   
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Sutherland, Edwin M. and Donald R. Cressey (any edition) Criminology.  Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott.  (Read chapter on differential association theory.) 
 
Warr, Mark (2001) “The Social Origins of Crime: Edwin Sutherland and the Theory of 
Differential Association.” Pp. 182-191 in Raymond Paternoster and Ronet Bachman (eds.), 
Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in Contemporary Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: 
Roxbury. 
 
 
B.  Social Learning Theory 
 
Akers, Ronald L. (1998) Social Learning and Social Structure: A General Theory of Crime and 
Deviance.  Boston: Northeastern University Press.  [Note: Read the main theoretical chapters.] 
 
Akers, Ronald L. (2001) “Social Learning Theory.”  Pp. 192-210 in Raymond Paternoster and 
Ronet Bachman (eds.), Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in Contemporary 
Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
 
C.  Social Learning Theory: Overviews of Empirical Status 
 
Akers, Ronald L. and Christine S. Sellers (2004) Criminological Theories: Introduction, 
Evaluation, and Application, 4th edition.  Los Angeles: Roxbury.  Read Chapter 5, “Social 
Learning Theory,” pp. 81-110. 
 
Akers, Ronald L. and Gary F. Jensen (2006) “The Empirical Status of Social Learning Theory of 
Crime and Deviance: The Past, Present, and Future.”  Pp. 37-76 in Francis T. Cullen, John Paul 
Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins (eds.), Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory—
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Advances in Criminological Theory, Volume 15.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transactions Publishers.   
 
Cullen, Francis T., John Paul Wright, Paul Gendreau, and D. A. Andrews (2003) “What 
Correctional Treatment Can Tell Us About Criminological Theory: Implications for Social 
Learning Theory.”  Pp. 339-362 in Ronald L. Akers and Gary F. Jensen (eds.), Social Learning 
Theory and the Explanation of Crime: A Guide for the New Century—Advances in 
Criminological Theory, Volume 11.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. 
 
Pratt, Travis C., Christine S. Sellers, Francis T. Cullen, L. Thomas Winfree, Jr., Tamara D. 
Madensen (2007) “The Empirical Status of Social Learning Theory: A Meta-Analysis.”  
Unpublished paper, Arizona State University.  [Available from Dr. Cullen] 
 
 
D.  Differential Association/Social Learning Theory: Selected Empirical Tests 
 
Akers, Ronald L., Marvin D. Krohn, Lonn Lanza-Kaduce, and Marcia Rodosevich (1979) 
“Social Learning and Deviant Behavior: A Specific Test of a General Theory.”  American 
Sociological Review 44 (August):636-655. 
 
Alarid, Leanne Fiftal, Velmer S. Burton, Jr., and Francis T. Cullen (2000) “Gender and Crime 
Among Felony Offenders: Assessing the Generality of Social Control and Differential 
Association Theories.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 37 (May):171-199. 
 
Matsueda, Ross L. (1982) “Testing Control and Differential Association: A Causal Modeling 
Approach.” American Sociological Review 47:489-504. 
 
Unnever, James D., Francis T. Cullen, and Robert Agnew. (2007). "Why Is Bad Parenting 
Criminogenic? Implications from Rival Theories."  Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice 4 
(January):3-33. 
 
Wright, John Paul and Francis T. Cullen (2004) “Employment, Peers, and Life-Course 
Transitions.”  Justice Quarterly 31 (March):183-205. 
 
 
E.  Debates with Control Theory 
 
• Kornhauser versus Matsueda 
 
Kornhauser, Ruth Rosner (1978) Social Sources of Delinquency: An Appraisal of Analytic 
Models. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
Matsueda, Ross L.  (1988) “The Current State of Differential Association Theory,” Crime and 
Delinquency 34:277-306. 
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• Akers versus Hirschi 
 
Akers, Ronald L. (1996) “Is Differential Association/Social Learning Cultural Deviance 
Theory?”  Criminology 34 (No.2):229-247 
 
Hirschi, Travis (1996) “Theory Without Ideas: Rely to Akers.”  Criminology 34 (No.2):249-256. 
 
• Costello versus Matsueda 
 
Costello, Barbara (1997) “On the Logical Adequacy of Cultural Deviance Theories.” Theoretical 
Criminology 1 (November):403-428. 
 
Costello, Barbara (1998) “The Remarkable Persistence of a Flawed Theory: A Rejoinder to 
Matsueda.”  Theoretical Criminology 2 (No. 1):85-92. 
 
Matsueda, Ross L.  (1997) “Cultural Deviance Theory: The Remarkable Persistence of a Flawed 
Term.”  Theoretical Criminology 1 (November):429-452. 
 
 
2.  CLASSIC STRAIN THEORY 
 
 
A.  Merton’s Paradigm of Social Structure and Anomie  
 
Merton, Robert K. (1938) “Social Structure and Anomie.”  American Sociological Review 3 
(October):672-682. 
 
Merton, Robert K. (1968) Social Theory and Social Structure.  New York: The Free Press.  
(Read “Social Structure and Anomie”; “Continuities in the Theory of Social Structure and 
Anomie.”)  
 
Merton, Robert K.  (1995) “Opportunity Structure: The Emergence, Diffusion, and 
Differentiation of a Sociological Concept, 1930s-1950s.”  Pp. 3-78 in Freda Adler and William 
S. Laufer (eds.), The Legacy of Anomie Theory: Advances in Criminological Theory, Volume 6.  
New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. 
 
Cullen, Francis T. and Steven F. Messner (2007) “The Making of Criminology Revisited: An 
Interview with Robert K. Merton.”  Theoretical Criminology 11 (February):5-37..   
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B.  The Development of Individual-Level Strain Theory 
 
[Note: For Cohen and for Cloward and Ohlin, you need to know (1) how they embraced a 
Mertonian explanation of strain, and (2) how they explained subcultural adaptations to strain.  
They are “mixed-model” explanations because they “mix” or integrate insights from strain theory 
and from the Chicago school.  These authors are important in any discussion of the “evolution” 
or development of strain theory from Merton to Agnew.] 
 
Cloward, Richard A.  (1959) “Illegitimate Means, Anomie, and Deviant Behavior.”  American 
Sociological Review 24 (April):164-176. 
 
Cloward, Richard A. and Lloyd E. Ohlin (1960) Delinquency and Opportunity: A Theory of 
Gangs.  New York: The Free Press. 
 
Cohen, Albert K.  (1955) Delinquent Boys: The Culture of the Gang.  New York: The Free Press. 
 
Cullen, Francis T.  (1988) “Were Cloward and Ohlin Strain Theorists?  Delinquency and 
Opportunity Revisited?”  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 25 (August):214-241. 
 
 
C.  Classic Strain Theory: Overview of Empirical Status 
 
Burton, Velmer S., Jr. and Francis T. Cullen (1992) “The Empirical Status of Strain Theory.” 
Journal of Crime and Justice 15 (No. 2):1-30. 
 
 
D.  Classic Strain Theory: Selected Empirical Tests 
 
Agnew, Robert, Francis T. Cullen, Velmer S. Burton, Jr., T. David Evans, and R. Gregory 
Dunaway (1996) “A New Test of Classic Strain Theory.”  Justice Quarterly 13:681-704. 
 
Burton, Velmer S., Jr., Francis T. Cullen, T. David Evans, and R. Gregory Dunaway  (1994) 
“Reconsidering Strain Theory: Operationalization, Rival Theories, and Adult Criminality.”  
Journal of Quantitative Criminology 10:213-239. 
 
Farnworth, Margaret and Michael J. Lieber (1989) “Strain Theory Revisited: Economic Goals, 
Educational Means, and Delinquency.”  American Sociological Review 54 (April):263-274. 
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3.  GENERAL STRAIN THEORY 
 
 
A.  General Strain Theory: Statement of the Theory 
 
Agnew, Robert S. (1992) “Foundation for a General Strain Theory of Crime and Delinquency.” 
Criminology 30 (No. 1):47-87. 
 
Agnew, Robert S. (2001) “An Overview of General Strain Theory.”  Pp. 161-174 in Raymond 
Paternoster and Ronet Bachman (eds.), Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in 
Contemporary Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Agnew, Robert S. (2006). Pressured Into Crime: An Overview of General Strain Theory.  Los 
Angeles: Roxbury.   
 
 
B.  General Strain Theory: Evolution and Elaboration 
 
Agnew, Robert S. (1985) “A Revised Strain Theory of Delinquency: A Longitudinal Test.”  
Social Forces 64:151-167. 
 
Agnew, Robert S. (2001) “Building on the Foundation of General Strain Theory: Specifying the 
Types of Strain Most Likely to Lead to Crime and Delinquency.”  Journal of Research in Crime 
and Delinquency 38 (November):319-361. 
 
Agnew, Robert (2006) Pressured Into Crime: An Overview of General Strain Theory.  Los 
Angeles: Roxbury Press.  [Note: This book is essential to read.] 
 
 
C.  General Strain Theory: Overview of Empirical Status 
 
Agnew, Robert. 2006. “General Strain Theory: Current Status and Directions for Further 
Research.”  Pp. 101-123 in Francis T. Cullen, John Paul Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins (eds.), 
Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory—Advances in Criminological Theory, 
Volume 15.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transactions Publishers.   
 
 
D.  General Strain Theory: Selected Empirical Tests 
 
Agnew, Robert, Timothy Brezina, John Paul Wright, and Francis T. Cullen. 2002. "Strain, 
Personality Traits, and Delinquency: Extending General Strain Theory."  Criminology 40 
(February):43-71. 
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Agnew, Robert S. and Helene Raskin White (1992) “An Empirical Test of General Strain 
Theory.” Criminology 30 (November):475-499. 
 
Mazerolle, Paul (1998) “Gender, General Strain, and Delinquency: An Empirical Examination.”  
Justice Quarterly 15 (March):65-91 
 
Mazerolle, Paul, Velmer S. Burton, Jr., Francis T. Cullen, T. David Evans, and Gary L. Payne 
(2000) “Strain, Anger, and Delinquent Adaptations: Specifying General Strain Theory.”  Journal 
of Criminal Justice 28:89-101. 
 
Paternoster, Raymond and Paul Mazerolle (1994) “General Strain Theory and Delinquency: A 
Replication and Extension.”  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 31 (August):235-
263. 
 
 
4. SOCIAL  BOND THEORY 
 
 
A.  Early Control Theorists 
 
Briar, Scott and Irving Piliavin (1965) “Delinquency, Situational Inducements, and Commitment 
to Conformity.”  Social Problems 13 (Summer):35-45. 
 
Nye, F. Ivan (1958) Family Relationships and Delinquent Behavior.   New York: John Wiley.  
[Note: Read only the section on types of control.] 
 
Reckless, Walter C.  (1967) The Crime Problem.  Fourth edition.  New York: Meredith.  [Note: 
Read sections on “containment theory.”  Other editions of  The Crime Problem are permissible to 
read.] 
 
Reiss, Albert (1951) “Delinquency as the Failure of Personal and Social Controls.”  American 
Sociological Review 16 (April):196-207. 
 
Sykes, Gresham M. and David Matza (1957) “Techniques of Neutralization.”  American 
Sociological Review 22 (December):664-670. 
 
 
B.  Hirschi’s Social Bond Theory 
 
Hirschi, Travis (1969) Causes of Delinquency.  Berkeley: University of California Press. [Now 
available from Transaction—2002 reprint edition.] 
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C.  Social Bond Theory: Overview of Empirical Status 
 
Kempf, Kimberly L. (1993) “The Empirical Status of Hirschi's Control Theory.”  Pp. 
143-185 in Freda Adler and William S. Laufer (eds.), New Directions in Criminological Theory: 
Advances in Criminological Theory, Volume 4.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.  
 
 
D.  Social Bond Theory: Selected Empirical Tests 
 
Agnew, Robert (1991) “A Longitudinal Test of Social Control Theory and Delinquency.”  
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 28:126-156. 
 
Cerknovich, Stephen and Peggy Giordano (1992) “School Bonding, Race, and Delinquency.”  
Criminology 32:163-196. 
 
Krohn, Marvin and James Massey (1980) “Social Control and Delinquent Behavior: An 
Examination of the Elements of the Social Bond.”  Sociological Quarterly 21:544-559. 
 
LaGrange, Randy L. and Helene R. White (1985) “Age Differences in Delinquency: A Test of 
Theory.”  Criminology 23:19-46. 
 
Rankin, Joseph H. and L. Edward Wells (1990) “The Effect of Parental Attachments and Direct 
Controls on Delinquency.”  Journal of Research on Crime and Delinquency 27 (May):140-165. 
 
Wiatrowski, Michael D., David B. Griswold, and Mary K. Roberts (1981) “Social Control 
Theory and Delinquency.”  American Sociological Review 46:525-541. 
 
 
E.  Sampson and Laub’s Social Bond Theory 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub (1993) Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning 
Points Through Life.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub (2003) Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent 
Boys to Age 70.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
 
Laub, John H., Robert J. Sampson, and Leana C. Allen (2001) “Explaining Crime Over the Life 
Course: Toward a Theory of Age-Graded Informal Social Control.” Pp. 97-112 in Raymond 
Paternoster and Ronet Bachman (eds.), Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in 
Contemporary Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub (1994) “Urban Poverty and the Family Context of 
Delinquency:  A New Look at Structure and Process in a Classic Study.”  Child Development 
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65:523-540. 
 
 
F.  Sampson and Laub’s Social Bond Theory: Empirical Status 
 
Horney, Julie, D. Wayne Osgood, and Ineke Haen Marshall (1995) “Criminal Careers in the 
Short-Term: Intra-Individual Variability in Crime and Its Relation to Local Life Circumstances.” 
American Sociological Review 60:655-673. 
 
Laub, John H., Robert J. Sampson, and Gary A. Sweeten (2006) “Assessing Sampson and Laub’s 
Life-Course Theory of Crime.”  Pp. 313-333 in Francis T. Cullen, John Paul Wright, and Kristie 
R. Blevins (eds.), Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory—Advances in 
Criminological Theory, Volume 15.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transactions Publishers.   
 
 
5.  GOTTFREDSON AND HIRSCHI’S SELF-CONTROL (“GENERAL”) THEORY 
 
 
A.  The General Theory of Crime: Statements 
 
Gottfredson, Michael R. and Travis Hirschi (1990) A General Theory of Crime.  Stanford: 
Stanford University Press. 
 
Gottfredson, Michael R. and Travis Hirschi (2003) “Self-Control and Opportunity.”  Pp. 5-19 
in Chester L. Britt and Michael R. Gottfredson (eds.), Control Theories of Crime and 
Delinquency: Advances in Criminological Theory, Vol. 12.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction..  
 
Hirschi, Travis and Michael R. Gottfredson (2001) “Self-Control Theory.”  Pp. 81-96 in 
Raymond Paternoster and Ronet Bachman (eds.), Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in 
Contemporary Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Hirschi, Travis and Michael Gottfredson (2003) “Punishment of Children from the Perspective of 
Control Theory.”  Pp. 151-160 in Chester L. Britt and Michael R. Gottfredson (eds.), Control 
Theories of Crime and Delinquency: Advances in Criminological Theory, Vol. 12.  New 
Brunswick, NJ: Transaction. 
 
 
B.  Self-Control Versus Social Bond Theory 
 
Evans, T. David, Francis T. Cullen, Velmer S. Burton, Jr., R. Gregory Dunaway, and        
Michael L. Benson (1997) “The Social Consequences of Self-Control: Testing the General 
Theory of Crime.”  Criminology 35:475-500. 
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Hirschi, Travis and Michael R. Gottfredson (1995) “Control Theory and the Life-Course 
Perspective.”  Studies on Crime and Crime Prevention  4:131-142. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub (1995) “Understanding Variability in Lives Through Time: 
Contributions of Life-Course Criminology.”  Studies on Crime and Crime Prevention 4:143-158. 
 
Taylor, Claire (2001) “The Relationship Between Social and Self-Control: Tracing Hirschi’s 
Criminological Career.”  Theoretical Criminology 5 (No. 3):369-388. 
 
Wright, Bradley R. Entner, Avshalom Caspi, Terrie E. Moffitt, and Phil A. Silva (1999) “Low 
Self-Control, Social Bonds, and Crime: Social Causation, Social Selection, or Both?”  
Criminology 37 (No. 3):479-514. 
 
 
C.  Self-Control Theory: Theoretical Elaboration 
 
Tittle, Charles R., David A. Ward, and Harold G. Grasmick (2004) “Capacity for Self-Control 
and Individuals’ Interest in Exercising Self-Control.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 20 
(2): 143-172.  
 
 
D.  Self-Control Theory: Overviews of Empirical Status 
 
Cullen, Francis T., James D. Unnever, John Paul Wright, and Kevin M. Beaver (2008).  
“Parenting and Self-Control.” Pp. 61-74 in Erich Goode (ed.), Out of Control: Assessing the       
General Theory of Crime.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, pp. 61-74. 
 
Gottfredson, Michael R. (2006) “The Empirical Status of Control Theory in Criminology.”  Pp. 
77-100 in Francis T. Cullen, John Paul Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins (eds.)., Taking Stock:  The 
Status of Criminological Theory—Advances in Criminological Theory, Vol.  15.  New 
Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.   
 
Pratt, Travis C. and Francis T. Cullen (2000) “The Empirical Status of Gottfredson and Hirschi's 
General Theory of Crime: A Meta-Analysis.”  Criminology 38 (August):931-964. 
 
 
E.  Self-Control Theory: Selected Empirical Tests 
 
Arneklev, Bruce J., Harold G. Grasmick, Charles R. Tittle, and Robert J. Bursik, Jr. (1993) “Low 
Self-Control and Imprudent Behavior.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 9 (No. 3):225-247. 
 
Benson, Michael L. and Elizabeth Moore (1992) “Are White-Collar Offenders and Common 
Criminals the Same? An Empirical and Theoretical Critique of a Recently Proposed General 
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Theory of  Crime.”  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 29 (August):251-272. 
 
Burton, Velmer S., Jr., Francis T. Cullen, T. David Evans, Leanne Fiftal Alarid, and R. Gregory 
Dunaway (1998) “Gender, Self-Control, and Crime.”  Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency 35 (May):123-147. 
 
Grasmick, Harold G., Charles R. Tittle, Robert J. Bursik, Jr., and Bruce J. Arneklev  (1993) 
“Testing the Core Empirical Implications of Gottfredson and Hirschi's General Theory of 
Crime.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 30:5-29. 
 
LaGrange, Theresa and Robert A. Silverman (1999) “Low Self-Control and Opportunity: Testing 
the General Theory of Crime as an Explanation for Gender Differences in Delinquency.”  
Criminology 37 (No. 1):41-72. 
 
 
 
6.  THEORIES OF PUNISHMENT AND THE CRIMINAL SANCTION 
 
[Note: In this section, you need to be able to know how labeling theory and deterrence theory 
make different predictions about the impact of sanctions, especially by the criminal justice 
system.  Further, the most recent works are attempting to discern the conditions under which 
sanctions have one effect or the other.  In that sense, they are extending labeling and deterrence 
theories.  A question on the examination could focus on these issues.] 
 
A.  Labeling Theory 
 
Becker, Howard S. (1966) Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance.  New York: The Free 
Press. 
 
Cullen, Francis T. and John B. Cullen (1977) Toward a Paradigm of Labeling Theory.  
Monograph Number 58, University of Nebraska Studies.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska. 
 
Matsueda, Ross L.  (1992) “Reflected Appraisals, Parental Labeling, and Delinquency: 
Specifying a Symbolic Interactionist Theory.”  American Journal of Sociology 6 (May):1577-
1611. 
 
Paternoster, Raymond and LeeAnn Iovanni (1989) “The Labeling Perspective and Delinquency: 
An Elaboration of the Theory and Assessment of the Evidence.”  Justice Quarterly 6 
(December):359-394. 
 
Thomas, Charles W. and Donna M. Bishop (1984) “The Effect of Formal and Informal Sanctions 
on Delinquency: A Longitudinal Comparison of Labening and Deterrence Theories.”  Journal of 
Criminal Law and Criminology 75:1222-1245. 
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Triplett, Ruth and Roger Jarjoura (1994) “Theoretical and Empirical Specification of a Model of 
Informal Labeling.”  Journal of Quantitative Criminology 10:241-276. 
 
Ward, David A. and Charles R. Tittle (1993) “Deterrence or Labeling: The Effects of Informal 
Sanctions.”  Deviant Behavior 14 (No. 1):43-64. 
 
 
B.  Deterrence Theory 
 
Clarke, Ronald V. and Derek B. Cornish (2001) “Rational Choice.”  Pp. 23-42 in Raymond 
Paternoster and Ronet Bachman (eds.), Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in 
Contemporary Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Grasmick, Harold G. and Robert J. Bursik (1990) “Conscience, Significant Others, and Rational 
Choice: Extending the Deterrence Model.”  Law and Society Review 24 (No. 3):837-861. 
 
Nagin, Daniel S. and Raymond Paternoster (1994) “Personal Capital and Social Control: The 
Deterrence Implications of a Theory of Individual Differences in Criminal Offending.”  
Criminology 32:581-604. 
 
Paternoster, Raymond (1987) “The Deterrent Effect of Perceived Certainty and Severity of 
Punishment: A Review of the Evidence and Issues.”  Justice Quarterly 4 (June):173-217. 
 
Pratt, Travis C., Francis T. Cullen, Kristie R. Blevins, Leah E. Daigle, and Tamara D. Madensen 
(2006) “The Empirical Status of Deterrence Theory: A Meta-Analysis.”  Pp. 367-395 in Francis 
T. Cullen, John Paul Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins (eds.), Taking Stock:  The Status of 
Criminological Theory—Advances in Criminological Theory, Vol.  15.  New Brunswick, NJ: 
Transaction.   
 
Stafford, Mark and Mark Warr (1993) “A Reconceptualization of General and Specific 
Deterrence.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 30 (No. 2):123-135. 
 
Williams, Kirk and Richard Hawkins (1986) “Perceptual Research on General Deterrence: A 
Critical Review.”  Law and Society Review 20 (No. 4):545-572. 
 
 
C.  Braithwaite’s Shaming Theory 
 
Braithwaite, John (1989) Crime, Shame and Reintegration.  Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press. 
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Braithwaite, John (2001) “Reintegrative Shaming.”  Pp. 242-251in Raymond Paternoster and 
Ronet Bachman (eds.), Explaining Criminals and Crime: Essays in Contemporary 
Criminological Theory. Los Angeles: Roxbury. 
 
Hay, Carter (2001) “An Exploratory Test of Braithwaite’s Reintegrative Shaming Theory.”  
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 38:132-153. 
 
 
D.  Sherman’s Defiance Theory 
 
Sherman, Lawrence W.  (1993) “Defiance, Deterrence, and Irrelevance: A Theory of the 
Criminal Sanction.”  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 30 (December):445-473. 
 
   
E.  Colvin’s Coercion Theory 
 
Colvin, Mark (2000) Crime and Coercion: An Integrated Theory of Chronic Criminality.  New 
York: St. Martin’s Press. 
 
Colvin, Mark, Francis T. Cullen, and Thomas M. Vander Ven (2002) “Coercion, Social Support, 
and Crime: An Emerging Theoretical Consensus.”  Criminology 40 (February):19-42. 
 
 
F.  Social Support Theory 
 
Cullen, Francis T.  (1994) “Social Support as an Organizing Concept for Criminology: 
Presidential Address to the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences.”  Justice Quarterly 11 
(December):527-559. 
 
Cullen, Francis T., John Paul Wright, and Mitchell B. Chamlin (1998) “Social Support and 
Social Reform: A Progressive Crime Control Agenda.” Crime and Delinquency 45:188-207. 
 
Wright, John Paul and Francis T. Cullen (2001) “Parental Efficacy and Delinquent Behavior: Do 
Control and Support Matter?  Criminology 39 (August):601-629. 
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PART II.  MACRO-LEVEL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES OF CRIME 
 
 
1.  SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION THEORY/SOCIAL ECOLOGY OF CRIME 
 
1A.  Origins and Foundations of the Theory 
 
 
Shaw, Clifford R. and Henry D. McKay (1942) Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas.   

Chicago:  University of Chicago Press. 
 
Kornhauser, Ruth (1978) Social Sources of Delinquency.  Chicago: University of  

Chicago Press, pp. 21-50. 
 
 
1B.  Rebirth of Social Disorganization Theory:  The Systemic Model of Community 
Attachment and Informal Social Control 
 
Bursik, Robert J., Jr.  (1988) “Social Disorganization and Theories of Crime and Delinquency.” 
Criminology 26:519-551. 
 
Bursik, Robert J., Jr. and Harold B. Grasmick.  (1993).  Neighborhoods and Crime.   NY: 
Macmillan. 
 
Bursik, Robert J., Jr. and Jim Webb (1982) “Community Change and Patterns of Delinquency.”  
American Journal of Sociology 88:24-42. 
 
Kasarda, John D. and Morris Janowitz.  (1974).  “Community Attachment in Mass Society.”   
American Sociological Review  39:328-339. 
 
Lowenkamp, Christopher T., Francis T. Cullen, and Travis C. Pratt (2003) “Replicating Sampson 
and Groves’s Test of Social Disorganization Theory: Revisiting a Criminological Classic.”  
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency  40 (November):351-373. 
 
Reiss, Albert J., Jr. and Michael Tonry (eds.), (1986) Communities and Crime.  Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press.  (Note:  Read articles on the etiology of crime.) 
 
Sampson, Robert.  (1988).  “Local Friendship Ties and Community Attachment in Mass Society: 
 A Multilevel Systemic Model.” American Sociological Review  53:766-779.  
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Testing Social-Disorganization Theory.”  American Journal of Sociology 94:774-802. 
 
Velez, Maria B.  (2001).  The role of public social control in urban neighborhoods:  A multilevel 
analysis of  victimization risk.  Criminology, 39, 837-864. 
 
Veysey, Bonita M. and Steven F. Messner (1999) “Further Testing of Social Disorganization 
Theory: An Elaboration of Sampson and Groves’s ‘Community Structure and Crime.’”  Journal 
of Research in Crime and Delinquency 36 (May):156-174. 
 
 
1C.  Conditional Effects within the systemic model 
Bellair, Paul.  (1997).  “Social Interaction and Community Crime:  Examining the Importance of 
Neighbor Networks.”  Criminology 35:  677-703. 
 
Pattillo, Mary E. (1998).  “Sweet Mother and Gangbangers:  Managing Crime in a Middle Class  
Neighborhood.”  Social Forces 76: 747-774. 
 
Rose, Dina R. & Todd R. Clear.  (1998).  Incarceration, social capital and crime:  Implications 
for social disorganization theory.  Criminology, 36, 441-480. 
 
Warner, Barbara and Pamela Wilcox Rountree.  (1997).  “Local Social Ties in a Community and 
Crime Model: Questioning the Systemic Nature of Informal Social Control.”  Social Problems  
44: 520-536. 
 
Warner, Barbara D. (2007). “Directly Intervene or Call the Authorities? A Study of Forms of 
Neighborhood Social Control within a Social Disorganization Framework.” Criminology 45: 99-
129. 
 
Wilkinson, Deanna L.  (2007).  Local social ties and willingness to intervene:  Textured views 
among violent urban youth of neighborhood social control dynamics and situations.  Justice 
Quarterly,  24: 185-220. 
 
ID.  Concentrated Disadvantage 
Krivo, Lauren J. and Ruth D. Peterson.  (1996).  Extremely Disadvantaged Neighborhoods and 
Urban Crime.  Social Forces 75:619-650. 
 
Warner, Barbara D. and Glenn L. Pierce.  (1993).  Reexamining Social Disorganization Theory 
Using Calls to the Police as a Measure of Crime.  Criminology 31:493-517. 
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public policy.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press. 
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1E.  Collective efficacy 
 
Browning, C.R., Feinberg, S., Dietz, R.  (2004).  The paradox of social organization:  Networks, 
collective efficacy, and violent crime in urban neighborhoods.  Social Forces 83: 503-534. 
 
Kubrin, Charis E. and Weitzer, R. (2003).  New directions in social disorganization theory.  
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 40, 374-402. 
 
Morenoff, Jeffrey D. and Robert J. Sampson (1997) “Violent Crime and the Spatial Dynamics of 
Neighborhood Transition.”  Social Forces 76:31-64. 
 
Morenoff, Jeffrey D., Robert J. Sampson, and Stephen W. Raudenbush. (2001).  Neighborhood 
Inequality, Collective Efficacy, and the Spatial Dynamics of Urban Violence.  Criminology 39:517-
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Sampson, Robert J. (2006) “Collective Efficacy Theory: Lessons Learned and Directions for 
Future Research.”  In Francis T. Cullen, John Paul Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins (eds.), Taking 
Stock:  The Status of Criminological Theory—Advances in Criminological Theory, Vol.  15.  
New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.   
 
Sampson, Robert J., Jeffrey D. Morenoff, and Thomas Gannon-Rowley.  (2002).  Assessing 
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28, 443-478. 
 
Sampson, Robert J., Stephen W. Raudenbush,  and Felton Earls (1997) A Neighborhood and 
Violent Crime: A Multilevel Study of Collective Efficacy.  Science 277 (August 15):916-924. 
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Anderson, Elijah.  (1999).  Code of the Streets:  Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the 
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urban inequality.  In Crime and Inequality, edited  by J. Hagan and R. D. Peterson, pp. 37-54.  
Stanford, California:  Stanford University Press. 
 
Stewart, E. & Simons, R. L.  (2006).  Structure and culture in African-American adolescent 
violence:  A partial test of the code of the streets thesis.  Justice Quarterly, 23, 1-33. 
 
Warner, Barbara D. (2003). The Role of Attenuated Culture in Social Disorganization Theory.   
Criminology 41:73-97. 
 
Wilson, William Julius.  (1996).  When Work Disappears:  The World of the New Urban Poor.  
New York:  Vintage.  
 
 
2.  ANOMIE THEORY 
 
2A.  Mertonian Anomie Theory 
 
Merton, Robert K.  (1938) “Social Structure and Anomie.”  American Sociological Review 3 
(October):672-682. 
 
Messner, Steven F.   (1988) “Merton’s ‘Social Structure and Anomie’:  The Road not Taken.”  
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Bailey, William C.  (1984) “Poverty, Inequality, and Urban Homicide Rates.”  Criminology 
22:531-550. 
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Urban Inequality.”  Pp. 37-54 in J. Hagan and R. D. Peterson (eds.), Crime and Inequality.  
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Cohen, Lawrence E. and Marcus Felson (1979) “Social Change and Crime Rate Trends: A  
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United States:  A macrodynamic analysis, 1947-1977; with ex ante forecasts for the mid-1980s.  
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macro-level analysis.  Social Forces 1035-1052. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John D. Wooldredge (1987) “Linking the Micro- and Macro-Level  
Dimensions of Lifestyle-Routine Activity and Opportunity Models of Predatory Victimizations.” 
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Clarke.  New York:  Springer-Verlag. 
 
Felson, Marcus.  (1987).  Routine activities and crime prevention in the developing metropolis.  
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5.  SOCIAL ALTRUISM THEORY 
 
Braithwaite, John (1989) Crime, Shame and Reintegration.  Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Chamlin, Mitchell B. and John K. Cochran (1997) “Social Altruism and Crime.”  Criminology 
35 (No. 2):203-227. 
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Chamlin, Mitchell B.  (1991) “A Longitudinal Analysis of the Arrest-Crime Relationship: A 
Further Examination of the Tipping Effect.”  Justice Quarterly 8:187-199. 
 
Chamlin, Mitchell B.  (1992) “Time Aggregation and Time Lag in Macro-Level Deterrence 
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Greenberg, David F. and Ronald C. Kessler (1982) “The Effect of Arrests on Crime.”  Social 
Forces 60:771-790. 
 
Yu, Jiang and Allen E. Liska (1993) “The Certainty of Punishment.”  Criminology 31:447-464. 
 
 
7.  URBANISM AND CRIME 
 
Fischer, Claude (1975) “Toward a Subcultural Theory of Urbanism.”  American Journal of 
Sociology 80:1319-1341. 
 
Tittle, Charles R.  (1989) “Urbaness and Unconventional Behavior: A Test of Claude Fischer’s 
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8.  OVERVIEW READING 

 
Pratt, Travis C. and Francis T. Cullen (2005) “Assessing Macro-Level Predictors and Theories of 
Crime: A Meta-Analysis.”  Pp. 373-450 in Michael Tonry (ed.), Crime and Justice: A Review of 
Research, Volume 32.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
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PART III.  INDIVIDUAL THEORIES OF CRIME 

 
 
1.  EARLY POSITIVIST THEORIES 
 
Gould, Stephen Jay (1981) The Mismeasure of Man.  New York: W. W. Norton. 
 
Jacoby, Joseph E., ed. ( 2004) Classics of Criminology.  Reprint edition.  Prospect Heights, IL: 
Waveland.  Read the following selections: 
 
• G. Lombroso-Ferrero, “Criminal Man.” 
 
• R. Dugdale, “The Jukes.” 
 
• H. Goddard, “Feeble-mindedness.”  
 
• E. Hooton, “The American Criminal.” 
 
 
 
2.  PSYCHOANALYTIC/PSYCHODYNAMIC THEORY 
 
 
A. Overview (Textbooks) 
 
Andrews, Donald and James Bonta (2009) The Psychology of Criminal Conduct, 5th ed., 
Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishing Co. (appropriate material). 
 
Van Voorhis, Patricia, Michael Braswell, and David Lester (2009). Correctional Counseling and 
Rehabilitation. 7th ed., Dayton, OH: LexisNexis. (appropriate material). 
 
 
B.  Explanation of Criminal Behavior from a Psychodynamic Perspective. 
 
Aichorn, August  (1963) Wayward Youth.  New York: Viking Press. 
 
Gadd, David & Tony Jefferson (2007). “On the Defensive: A Psychoanalytically Informed 
Psychosocial Reading of The Jack-Roller.” Theoretical Criminology, 11, 443-467. 
 
Glueck, Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck (1950) Unraveling Juvenile Delinquency. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press. 
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Reckless, Walter C. (1967) The Crime Problem.  New York: Meredith.  (Read section on inner 
containment.) 
 
Redl, Fritz and Hans Toch (1979) “The Psychoanalytic Perspective.”  Pp. 182-197 in Hans Toch, 
ed., Psychology of Crime and Criminal Justice.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
 
Redl, Fritz and David Wineman (1951) Children Who Hate: The Disorganization and 
Breakdown of Behavior Controls.  New York: Collier Books. 
 
3.  RADICAL BEHAVIORAL THEORY 
 
A. Overview (Textbooks) 

 
Andrews, Donald and James Bonta (2009) The Psychology of Criminal Conduct, 5th ed., 
Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishing Co. (appropriate material). 
 
Van Voorhis, Patricia, Michael Braswell, and David Lester (2009). Correctional Counseling and 
Rehabilitation. 7th ed., Dayton, OH: LexisNexis. (appropriate material). 
 
Spiegler, Michael and David Guevremont, Contemporary Behavior Therapy. 3rd ed., Pacific 
Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole. 
 
B. Early Writings  
 
Pavlov, I. (1927). Conditional Reflexes: An Investigation of the Physiological Activity of the 
Cerebral Cortex. G. Anrep (trans.) London, UK: Lawrence & Wishart. 
 
Skinner, B, (1953). Science and Human Behavior.  New York: Macmillan. 
 
 
C. Crime as Stimulous-Response: Frustration-Aggression Perspectives 
 
Berkowitz, L.  (1989) “Frustration-Aggression Hypothesis: Examination and Reformulation.”  
Psychological Bulletin 106:59-73. 
 
Dollard, J., L. Doob, N. Miller, O. Mowrer, and R. Sears (1970) “Frustration and Aggression.” 
(Abridged).  In E. Megargee and J. Hokanson (eds.), The Dynamics of Aggression.  New York: 
Harper and Row. 
 
Megargee, Edwin (1980) “Undercontrolled and Overcontrolled Personality Types in Extreme 
Antisocial Aggression.”  In E. Megargee and J. Hokanson (eds.), Dynamics of Agression.  New 
York: Harper and Row. 
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Megargee, Edwin (1995) “Assessing and Understanding Aggressive and Violent Patients.”  In J. 
N. Butcher (ed.), Clinical Personality Assessment: Practical Approaches.  New York: Oxford 
Press.  
 
Verona, Edelyn and Joyce Carbonell (2000) “Female Violence and Personality: Evidence of a 
Pattern of Over-controlled Hostility Among One-Time Violent Female Offenders.”  Criminal 
Justice and Behavior 27:176-195. 
 
D.  The Situation as Stimulous 
 
Horney, Julie (2006) “An Alternative Psychology of Criminal Behavior.” Criminology 44(1): 1-16. 
 
 
E.  Radical Behavioral Theory and Perspectives on Parenting 
 
Larzelere, Robert and Gerald Patterson (1990) “Parental Management: Mediator of the Effect of 
Socioeconomic Status on Early Delinquency.”  Criminology 28:301-323. 
 
Patterson Gerald  (1980) “Children Who Steal.”  Pp. 73-90 in Travis Hirschi and Michael 
Gottfredson, (eds.), Understanding Crime: Current Theory and Research.  Beverly Hills: Sage. 
 
Patterson, Gerald (2002) “The Early Development of Coercive Family Process.” In Reid, Patterson, & 
Snyder (eds.), Antisocial Behavior in Children and Adolescents. Washington, D.C.: American 
Psychological Association. 
 
Snyder, J. (2003).  “Reinforcement and Coercion Mechanisms in the Development of Antisocial 
Behavior: Peer Relationships. In Reid, Patterson, & Snyder (eds.), Antisocial Behavior in Children and 
Adolescents. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. 
 
 
 
4.  SOCIAL LEARNING THEORY 
 
A. Overview (Textbooks) 
 
Andrews, Donald and James Bonta (2009) The Psychology of Criminal Conduct, 5th ed., 
Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishing Co. (appropriate material). 
 
Van Voorhis, Patricia, Michael Braswell, and David Lester (2009). Correctional Counseling and 
Rehabilitation. 7th ed., Dayton, OH: LexisNexis. (appropriate material). 
 
B. Social Learning Theory as Developed from Sutherland’s Theory of Differential 

Association: An Emphasis on Delinquent Peers. 
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Akers, Ronald L.  (1998). Social Learning and Social Structure: A General Theory of Crime and 
Deviance.  Boston, MA: Northeastern University Press. 
 
Akers, Ron (2001) “Social Learning Theory.” In Raymond Patterson and Ronet Bachman (eds.), 
Explaining Criminals and Crime. Los Angeles, CA” Roxbury Press. 
 
Akers, R., Krohn, M., Lanza-Kaduce, L., & Radosevich, M. (1979). “Social Learning and 
Deviant Behavior: A Specific Test of a General Theory.”  American Sociological Review, 
44,636-655. 
 
Burgess, R. and R. Akers (1966) “A Differential Association-Reinforcement Theory of Criminal 
Behavior.”  Social Problems 14:128-147. 
 
Warr, M. (2002) Companions and Crime: The Social Aspects of Criminal Conduct. New York, 
NY: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Symposium on Social Learning Theory (1999) Theoretical Criminology: An International 
Journal, Volume 3 (4): 437-493. (articles by Agnew, Sampson, Morash, Krohn, & Akers). 
 
 
C. Social Learning-Cognitive Behavioral Approaches 
 
Andrews, Donald and James Bonta (2009) The Psychology of Criminal Conduct, 5th ed., 
Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishing Co. (material on Personal, Interpersonal, and Community 
–Reinforcement Perspective---PIC-R). 
 
Bandura, Albert (1979) “The Social Learning Perspective: Mechanisms of Aggression.”  Pp. 
198-236 in Hans Toch (ed.), Psychology of Crime and Criminal Justice.  New York: Holt, 
Reinhart, and Winston. 
 

Foglia, Wanda  (2000) “Adding an Explicit Focus on Cognition to Criminological Theory.” In  
Diana. Fishbein (ed.) The Science, Treatment, and Prevention of Antisocial Behaviors: 
Application to the Criminal Justice System.  Kingston, NJ: Civic Research Institute. 

 
 

 
C. Social Learning Theory and Parenting:  Note that the articles emanating from the 

Oregon Social Learning Center (mentioned under parenting in the Radical Behavioral 
Section) are also relevant.  OSL tends to place a greater emphasis on the operant 
conditioning aspect of parental skills, so the OSL articles appear in 3c, above.  
However, students are expected to recognize the overlap with this social learning 
section. 
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Snyder, J., Reid, J. & Patterson, G. (2003). A Social Learning Model of Child and Adolescent 
Antisocial Behavior.  In B. Lahey, T. Moffitt & A. Caspi (eds.). Causes of Conduct Disorder and 
Juvenile Delinquency. New York: Guilford Press. 
 
 
 
5.  COGNITIVE THEORY 
 
Ajzen, Icek (1996) “The Directive Influence of Attitudes on Behavior.” In Peter Gollwitzer & 
John Bargh (eds.), The Psychology of Action: Linking Cognition and Motivation to Behavior. 
New York, NY: Guilford Press. 
 
Michenbaum, D.   (1977) Cognitive-Behavior Modification: An Integrative Approach.  New 
York:  Plenum. 
 
Samenow, Stanton E.  (1984) Inside the Criminal Mind.  New York: Times Books. 
 
Sykes, Gresham and David Matza (1957) ‘The Techniques of Neutralization: A Theory of 
Delinquency.” American Sociological Review, 22, 664-670. 

 

D. Social Learning-Cognitive Behavioral Approaches-Empirical Evidence on Attitudes 
 
Gendreau, P., Little, T. & Goggin, Claire (1996). “A Meta-Analysis of the Predictors of Adult 
Offender Recidivism: What Works?” Criminology. 34, 575-607. 
 
Simourd, David (1997). “Criminal Sentiments Scale-Modified and Pride in Delinquency: 
Psychometric Properties and Construct Validity of Two Measures of Criminal Attitudes.” 
Criminal Justice and Behavior, 24, 52-70. 
 
 
6.  MORAL DEVELOPMENT THEORY 
 
Criag,  R. & K. Truit (1996). “Moral Problem Solving Among Inmates in a Maximum Security 
Correctional Institution.” International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative 
Criminology, 40 243-252. 
 
Gilligan, Carol (1982) In a Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women’s  
Development. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
 
Kohlberg, Lawrence (1976) “Moral Stages and Moralization: The Cognitive Development 
Approach.”  In T. Lickona (ed.), Moral Development and Behavior.  New York: Holt, Rinehart 
and Winston. 
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Jennings, W. S., R. Kilkenny, and L. Kohlberg (1983) “Moral Development Theory and Practice 
for Youthful and Adult Offenders.”  In W. S. Laufer and J. M. Day (eds.), Personality Theory, 
Moral Development, and Criminal Behavior.  Lexington, MA: Lexington Books. 
 
Mears, Daniel, Matthew Ploeger, and Mark Warr (1998) “Explaining the Gender Gap in 
Delinquency: Peer Influence and Moral Evaluations of Behavior.” Journal of Research in Crime 
and Delinquency, 35: 252-266. 
 
 
 
7.  PERSPECTIVE ON PERSONALITY AND CRIME  THEORY 
 
A.  Early Writings on Personality and Crime 

 
Andrews, D. and J. Wormith (1989) “Personality and Crime: Knowledge Destruction and 
Construction in Criminology.”  Justice Quarterly 6 (No. 3):289-311. 
 
Eysenck, H. J. (1977) Crime and Personality.  London: Paladin. 
 
Megargee, Edwin (1980) “Undercontrolled and Overcontrolled Personality Types in Extreme 
Antisocial Aggression.”  In E. Megargee and J. Hokanson (eds.), Dynamics of Agression.  New 
York: Harper and Row. 
 
Tennebaum, D. (1977) “Personality and Criminality: A Summary and Implications of the 
Literature.”  Journal of Criminal Justice 5:225-235. 
 
Warren, M. Q. (1983) “Applications of Interpersonal-Maturity Theory to Offender Populations.” 
In W. S. Laufer and M. J. Day (eds.), Personality Theory, Moral Development, and Criminal 
Behavior.  Lexington, MA: Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
 
 
B. An Overview of Basic Personality Constructs. 

 
Digman, John (1990). “Personality Structure: Emergence of the Five Factor Model.” Annual 
Review of Psychology, 41, 417-440. 
 
Eysenck, H. J. (1996) “Personality and Crime: Where Do We Stand?”  Psychology, Crime and 
Law 2:143-152. 
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C. The Personality-Crime Link (studies and discussions involving causation in general 
population studies) 
 

Caspi, Avshalom, Terrie Moffitt, Phil Silva, Magda Stouthamer-Loeber, Robert Krueger, and 
Pamela Schmutte (1994) “Are Some People Crime-Prone?  Replications of the Personality-
Crime Relationship Across Countries, Genders, Races, and Methods.” Criminology  32:163-195. 
 
Gottfredson, M. & Hirschi, T. (1990).  A General Theory of Crime,  Stanford, CA;: Stanford University 
Press. 
 
Moffit, Terry (1993) “Life-course Persistent and Adolescent-Limited Antisocial Behavior: A 
Developmental Taxonomy.” Psychological Review, 100: 674-701. 
 
D. The Personality-Crime Link (studies involving offender population) 
 
Jesness, Carl (1988) “The Jesness Inventory Classification System.”  Criminal Justice and 
Behavior 15:58-77. 
 
Johnson Listwan, Shelley, Patricia Van Voorhis, and Neil Ritchie (2006). “Personality, Criminal 
Behavior, and Risk Assessment.” Criminal Justice and Behavior. 34(1): 60-75. 
 
 
 
8.  PSYCHOPATHY/SOCIOPATHY 
 
A. General Reading 
 
Andrews, Donald and James Bonta (2009) The Psychology of Criminal Conduct, 5th ed., 
Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishing Co. (appropriate material). 
 
Farrington, D.  (1991) “Antisocial Personality from Childhood to Adulthood.”  The Psychologist 
4:389-394. 
 
Harris, Grant T., Tracey A. Skilling, and Marnie E. Rice (2001) “The Construct of Psychopathy.” 
Pp. 197-264 in Michael Tonry (ed.), Crime and Justice: A Review of Research.  Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 
 
Lykken, David (1995). The Antisocial Personalities. Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
 
 
B. Definition 
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