
CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION  
 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE EXAMINATION 
 

You will be expected to go well beyond the material presented in classes to satisfactorily 
complete the comprehensive examination.  This document contains specific information about 
the test, general issues about the criminal justice system that might help you organize and 
prepare for this test, and recommended reading lists of the theoretical and empirical literature.   

 
The reading list attached is not meant to be exhaustive.  It should be seen as a very good 

starting point.  You should also be familiar with articles that have been published during the past 
5 years in the major journals that apply to the topics listed below and others that you have 
covered in your class work, even if they do not appear on the reading list.   

 
Finally, the committee wants students to be able to apply the research literature to 

issues/questions.  Rarely is any single article or book “life or death.”  Instead, you need to be 
broadly familiar with relevant issues and the extant literature.  

  
ANSWERS TO EXAMINATION QUESTIONS 

 
You should expect to write a six to ten page, well-integrated answer to each question you 

address.  In order to pass, your answer must respond to the test questions.  Your answer should 
begin with your understanding of the question and an outline of your response.  This should be 
followed by the body of your answer.  An acceptable answer will refer specifically to the 
relevant literature and demonstrate an understanding of relevant data.  You should conclude your 
answer with a summary and conclusion.   Generally speaking, a good answer will first tell us 
what you are going to tell us, then tell us what you said you were going to tell us, and finally tell 
us what you told us. 

  
ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXAMINATION 

 
Your test will be given on one day in two sessions (a morning session and an afternoon 

session).  Each session will be 4 hours long.  During each session you will be asked to answer 
two of three questions.  At the conclusion of the test, you will receive a photocopy of your 
responses and be given one week to provide a typed, double-spaced, verbatim transcription of 
your response.  If you have typed your exam answers you will be permitted to take your diskette 
and make any grammatical corrections necessary.   You will receive specific typing instructions 
at the time of test.   
 

ISSUES ABOUT THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  You have access to all prior test questions in the Division office.  
You should review those tests and think about the subject areas that tend to appear on the 
Criminal Justice Systems exam on a regular basis.  You should also think about the courses 
included in the Criminal Justice area.   
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The following list is meant to guide you in organizing your thoughts and readings in 
preparation for the comprehensive examination.  This listing of issues is not exhaustive and 
serves primarily as an illustration of the kinds of tasks that will be expected of you.  Ultimately, 
you are responsible for all materials in the readings.   

General Topic Areas 
1.  The existence and exercise of discretion 
2.  Correlates of decisions across the system 
3.  Effectiveness, equity, and efficiency  
4.  The criminal justice process as a system or connected parts 
5.   Processing of people within the system 
6.   Race, class, and ethnicity and the processing of defendants  
7.   Criminal justice theory - developing and testing criminal justice theories 
8.   Accountability of criminal justice actors 
9.   Policies and reform efforts intended to influence the behavior of  Criminal justice 
actors 
10. Theoretical perspectives on law as a means of social control           

 

BOOKS 

Black, D. (1976). The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press. 

Chambliss, W. J., & Seidman, R. B. (1982). Law, Order and Power. Reading, Massachusetts: 
Addison-Wesley. 

Cullen, F., & Gilbert, K. E. (1982). Reaffirming Rehabilitation. Cincinnati, OH: Anderson. 

Currie, E. (1998). Crime and Punishment in America. New York: Metropolitan. 

Davis, K. C. (1971). Discretionary Justice: A Preliminary Inquiry. Chicago, IL: University of 
Illinois Press. 

DiIulio, J. J., Jr. (1987). Governing Prisons: A Comparative Study of Correctional Management. 
New York: Free Press. 

Duffee, D. E. (1980). Explaining Criminal Justice: Community Theory and Criminal Justice 
Reform. Cambridge, MA: Oelgeschlager Gunn & Hain. 

Eisenstein, J., Flemming, R., & Nardulli, P. (1988). The Contours of Justice: Communities and 
Their Courts. Boston, MA: Little, Brown and Company. 

Eisenstein, J., & Jacob, H. (1977). Felony Justice: An Organizational Analysis of Criminal 
Courts. Boston, MA: Little, Brown & Company. 

Feeley, M. M. (1979). The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal 
Court. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

Feeley, M. M. (1983). Court Reform on Trial: Why Simple Solutions Fail. New York: Basic 
Books. 
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Friedman, L. M. (1993). Crime and Punishment in American History. New York: Basic Books. 

Gordon, D. R. (1990). The Justice Juggernaut: Fighting Street Crime, Controlling Citizens. New 
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 

Gottfredson, M. R., & Gottfredson, D. M. (1988). Decision Making in Criminal Justice: Toward 
the Rational Exercise of Discretion. (2nd ed.). New York: Plenum. 

Heumann, M. (1978). Plea Bargaining: The Experiences of Prosecutors, Judges, and Defense 
Attorneys. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Johnson, H. A. (1988). The History of Criminal Justice. Cincinnati, OH: Anderson Publishing 
Co. 

Levin, M. A. (1977). Urban Politics and the Criminal Courts. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press. 

Lipsky, M. (1980). Street-Level Bureaucracy: The Dilemmas of the Individual in Public 
Services. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

Mohr, L. B. (1982). Explaining Organizational Behavior. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 

Packer, H. L. (1968). The Limits of the Criminal Sanction. Stanford, CA: Stanford University 
Press. 

Perrow, C. (1986). Complex Organizations: A Critical Essay. (3rd ed.). New York: McGraw-
Hill. 

Quinney, R. (1970). The Social Reality of Crime. Boston: Little, Brown and Company. 

Reiman, J. H. (2003). The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison: Ideology, Class, and 
Criminal Justice. (7th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Allyn & Bacon. 

Rothman, D. (1980). Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in 
Progressive America. Boston: Little Brown Company. 

Ruth, H. S., & Reitz, K. R. (2003). The Challenge of Crime: Rethinking Our Response. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Scheingold, S. A. (1987). The Politics of Law and Order: Street Crime and Public Policy. New 
York: Longman. 

Sherman, L. W., Gottfredson, D., MacKenzie, D., & Eck, J. E. (1997). Preventing Crime: What 
Works, What Doesn't, What's Promising? Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice. 

Skogan, W. G. (1990). Disorder and Decline: Crime and the Spiral of Decay in American 
Neighborhoods. New York: Free Press. 

Tyler, T. R. (1990). Why People Obey the Law. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 
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Walker, S. E. (1993). Taming the System: The Control of Discretion in Criminal Justice, 1950-
1990. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Walker, S. E. (2000). Sense and Nonsense about Crime and Drugs:  A Policy Guide. (5th ed.). 
Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing. 

Walker, S. E., DeLeon, M., & Spohn, C. C. (2003). The Color of Justice: Race, Ethnicity, and 
Crime in America. (3rd ed.). Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing. 

Wilson, J. Q. (1983). Thinking About Crime. New York: Basic Books. 

Wilson, W. J. (1987). The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public 
Policy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

BOOK CHAPTERS 

Blumstein, A. (2000). Disaggregating the Violence Trends. In A. Blumstein & J. Wallman 
(Eds.), The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Blumstein, A., & Wallman, J. (2000). The Recent Rise and Fall of American Violence. In A. 
Blumstein & J. Wallman (Eds.), The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United 
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. 

Burns, W. H. (2000). Law and Race in Early America. In C. E. Reasons, D. J. Conley, & J. 
Debro (Eds.), Race, Class, Gender and Justice in the United States . Boston: Allyn and 
Bacon. 

Call, J. E. (1986). Recent Case Law on Overcrowded Conditions of Confinement: An 
Assessment of its Impact on Facility Decision-making. In K. C. Haas & G. P. Alpert 
(Eds.), The Dilemmas of Punishment: Readings in Contemporary Corrections (pp. 238-
257). Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press. 

Chambliss, W. J. (1978). Toward a Political Economy of Crime. In C. Reasons & R. Rich (Eds.), 
Sociology of Law: A Conflict Perspective . Toronto: Butterworth. 

Cook, P. J., & Laub, J. H. (2002). After the epidemic: Recent trends in youth violence in the 
United States. In M. Tonry (Ed.), Crime and Justice: A Review of Research (Vol. 29, pp. 
1-37). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

Durkheim, E. (2000). The Division of Labor in Society. In J. T. Roberts & A. Hite (Eds.), From 
Modernization to Globalization: Perspectives on Development and Social Change . 
Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Eck, J. E., & Maguire, E. (2000). Have Changes in Policing Reduced Violent Crime? In A. 
Blumstein & J. Wallman (Eds.), The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United 
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. 
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Eck, J and Rosenbaum, D (1991). “The New Police Order: Effectiveness, Equity, and  
Efficiency in Community Policing”, in D. Rosenbaum (ed.) The Challenge of 
Community Policing: Testing the Promises  (Thousand Oaks: Sage). 

 

Fox, J. A. (2000). Demographics and U.S. Homicide. In A. Blumstein & J. Wallman (Eds.), The 
Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. 

Goldstein, J. (1988). Police Discretion Not to Invoke the Criminal Process: Low Visibility 
Decision in the Administration of Justice. In G. C. Cole (Ed.), Criminal Justice Law and 
Politics (5th ed., pp. 83-102). Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole Publishing Co. 

Grogger, J. (2000). An Economic Model of Recent Trends in Violence. In A. Blumstein & J. 
Wallman (Eds.), The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Johnson, B., Golub, A., & Dunlap, E. (2000). The Rise and Decline of Hard Drugs, Drug 
Markets, and Violence in Inner-City New York. In A. Blumstein & J. Wallman (Eds.), 
The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. 

Maguire, E. R., & Uchida, C. D. (2000). Measurement and Explanation in the Comparative 
Study of American Police Organizations. In N. I. o. Justice (Ed.), Criminal Justice 2000 . 
Washington, D.C.: Office of Justice Programs. 

Marx, K., & Engels, F. (2000). Manifesto of the Communist Party and Alienated Labor. In J. T. 
Roberts & A. Hite (Eds.), From Modernization to Globalization: Perspectives on 
Development and Social Change . Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Parsons, T. (1962). Law and Social Control. In W. M. Evan (Ed.), Law and Sociology: 
Exploratory Essays . New York: Free Press. 

Rosenfeld, R. (2000). Patterns in Adult Homicide: 1980-1995. In A. Blumstein & J. Wallman 
(Eds.), The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Sampson, R. J. (1986). Crime in Cities: The Effects of Formal and Informal Social Control. In A. 
Reis & M. Tonry (Eds.), Communities and Crime (Vol. 11, pp. 271-311). Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press. 

Sarri, R. (1987). Unequal Protection Under the Law: Women and the Criminal Justice System. In 
J. Figueira-McDonough & R. Sarri (Eds.), The Trapped Woman: Catch-22 in Deviance 
and Control (Vol. 4, ). Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

Seron, C., & Manger, F. (2000). Law and Inequality: Race, Gender...and of Course Class. In C. 
E. Reasons, D. J. Conley, & J. Debro (Eds.), Race, Class, Gender and Justice in the 
United States . Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

Lawrence Sherman (1993).  “Why Crime Control is Not Reactionary”, in  David Weisburd and   
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Craig Uchida (eds.) Police Innovation and Control of the Police (NY,NY: Springer Verlag) 
pp. 171-189. 

 
Spelman, W. (2000). The Limited Importance of Prison Expansion. In A. Blumstein & J. 

Wallman (Eds.), The Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Cassia Spohn (2000) Thirty Years of Sentencing Reform: The Quest for a Racially Neutral 
Sentencing Process. In Policies, Processes, and Decisions of the Criminal Justice System: 
Criminal Justice 2000, Vol. 3: 427-501.  Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice.  
Available online at: http://www.ncjrs.org/criminal_justice2000/vol_3/03i.pdf  

Turk, A. (1978). Law as a Weapon in Social Conflict. In C. Reasons & R. Rich (Eds.), Sociology 
of Law; A Conflict Perspective . Toronto: Butterworth. 

Van Maanen, J. (1974).  Working the Street:  A Developmental View of Police Behavior.  In H. 
Jacob (Ed.), The Potential for Reform of Criminal Justice.  Beverly Hills, CA:  Sage. 

Weber, M. (1967). The Economic System and the Normative Orders; Fields of Substantive Law; 
and Categories of Legal Thought. In M. Rheinstein (Ed.), Max Weber on Law in 
Economy and Society . Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Weber, M. (2000). The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism; The Characteristics of 
Bureaucracy; and Science as a Vocation. In J. T. Roberts & A. Hite (Eds.), From 
Modernization to Globalization: Perspectives on Development and Social Change . 
Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Wintemute, G. (2000). Guns and Gun Violence. In A. Blumstein & J. Wallman (Eds.), The 
Crime Drop in America . Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press. 

 

EDITED BOOKS AND REPORTS 

Chaiken, J. M. (1999). Crunching Numbers: Crime and Incarceration at the end of the 
Millennium. Paper presented at the Office of Justice Programs' Annual Conference on 
Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation, Washington, D.C. 

Barlow, H. D., & Hagan, J. G. (Eds.). (1995). Crime and Public Policy: Putting Theory to Work. 
Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 

Donziger, S. R. (Ed.). (1996). The Real War on Crime: The Report of the National Criminal 
Justice Commission. New York: HarperCollins Publishers. 

Feinman, C. (Ed.). (1992). The Criminalization of a Woman's Body. New York: Haworth Press. 

Langan, P. A., & Farrington, D. P. (1998). Crime and Justice in the United States and in 
England and Wales, 1981-96 . Washington, D.C.: Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
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Roberts, J. T., & Hite, A. (Eds.). (2000). From Modernization to Globalization: Perspectives on 
Development and Social Change. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

Kelling, G. L. (2000). Why Did People Stop Committing Crimes? An Essay About Criminology 
and Ideology (Vol. 28, ): Fordham Urban Law Journal. 

Maxwell, C. D., Garner, J. H., & Fagan, J. A. (2001). The Effects of Arrest on Intimate Partner 
Violence: New Evidence From the Spouse Assault Replication Program . National 
Institute of Justice: Research in Brief: National Institute of Justice. 

 

ARTICLES 

Albonetti, C. A. (1987). Prosecutorial Discretion: The Effects of Uncertainty. Law & Society 
Review, 21(2), 291-313. 

Albonetti, C. A. (1999). Direct and Indirect  Effects of Case Complexity, Guilty Pleas, and 
Offender Characteristics on Sentencing for Offenders Convicted of a White-Collar 
Offense Prior to Sentencing Guidelines. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 14(4), 353-
378. 

Alpert, G. P., & MacDonald, J. M. (2001). Police Use of Force: An Analysis of Organizational 
Characteristics. Justice Quarterly, 18(2), 393-409. 

Alschuler, A. W. (1978). Sentencing Reform and Prosecutorial Power. University of 
Pennsylvania Law Review, 126, 550-577. 

Applegate, B. K., Turner, M. G., Sanborn, J. B., Jr., Latessa, E. J., & Moon, M., M. (2000). 
Individualization, Criminalization, or Problem Resolution: A Factorial Survey of Juvenile 
Court Judges' Decisions to Incarcerate Youthful Felony Offenders. Justice Quarterly, 
17(2), 309-331. 

Auerhahn, K. (2002). Selective Incapacitation, Three Strikes, and the Problem of Aging Prison 
Populations: Using Simulation Modeling to See the Future. Criminology & Public Policy, 
1(3), 353-387. 

Barnes, C. W., & Kingsnorth, R. (1996). Race, Drugs, and Criminal Sentencing: Hidden Effects 
of the Criminal Law. Journal of Criminal Justice, 24(1), 39-55. 

Barton, W. H. (1997). Resisting Limits on Discretion: Implementation Issues of Juvenile 
Dispositional Guidelines. Criminal Justice Policy Review, 8(2-3), 169-200. 

Baumer, E. P., Messner, S. F., & Felson, R. B. (2000). The Role of Victim Characteristics in the 
Disposition of Murder Cases. Justice Quarterly, 17(2), 281-307. 

Bernard, T. J. (1999). Juvenile Crime and the Transformation of Juvenile Justice: Is There a 
Juvenile Crime Wave? Justice Quarterly, 16(2), 337-401. 

7 
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Bibas, S. (2003). Book Review: The Real-World Shift in Criminal Procedure. Journal of 
Criminal Law & Criminology, 93(2-3), 789-819. 

Bilchik, S. (1998). A Juvenile Justice System for the 21st Century. Crime and Delinquency, 
44(1), 89-101. 
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of Criminal Justice, 12(4), 355-366. 
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Black, D. (1979). Common Sense in the Sociology of Law. American Sociological Review, 44, 
18-27. 
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Crime Rates. Crime and Delinquency, 44(1), 127-135. 
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